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I te whānautanga mai ō te tangata, 

kahore ōna here. 

E ōrite ana tōna tapu, 

tōna mana, 

me ōna tika ki te katoa. 

(Above is UDHR Article 1 – We are all born free and equal in dignity and 

rights.) 

E ngā mana, 

e ngā reo, 

raurangatira mā 

Tena koutou katoa 

Ko David Rutherford tōku ingoa, 

 ko au Te Amokapua mō te Kāhui Tika Tangata ki Aotearoa. 

Nō reira, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou, tēnā koutou katoa. 

Mauri tangata, 

Mauri ora 
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In 1972 when Elvis Presley’s  “In The Ghetto” was a number one hit in 

New Zealand my home was an adequate house in Patea, Taranaki.  

I was glad I wasn’t living in a ghetto in Chicago. I was glad that the idea 

of ghetto was something none of us would stand for here in New 

Zealand.   

Forty years later when  I saw    the chart in the Productivity 

Commission’s “Housing Affordability”  Report  on the clustering of low-

income renters in the Auckland between 1996 and 2006 I  thought of 

Elvis’s song. 

“People, don't you understand 

The child needs a helping hand 

Or he'll grow to be an angry young man some day 

Take a look at you and me,  

Are we too blind to see,  

Do we simply turn our heads 

And look the other way” 

We, -  Government, all political parties, the public and private sector, you 

and I -  need to turn our heads together toward the people. We need to 

work together to ensure an adequate house for everyone. We must 
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leave nobody behind. If we succeed New Zealand will be more peaceful 

and more prosperous. If we fail  New Zealand will not be.  

The first words I spoke in te reo today were UDHR Article 1 – “We are all 

born free and equal in dignity and rights.” 

 From the start of our lives there are certain things  our Governments 

must to do to help us reach our potential.  Things our Governments have 

promised to the world they will do for each of us.   These expectations 

and claims we have of our Governments are called human rights. Every 

single woman, man and child has them.  

The most basic minimum human rights standards have been discussed 

and written down and Countries have agreed to follow them. They have 

become international law. They were born in the aftermath of the 

Holocaust and WW2 because the allies who  had called themselves the 

United Nations from 1941 had pledged to fight to death for freedom, 

human rights and democracy. These new human rights standards were 

to be the basis of peace and prosperity in every country of the world.  

In New Zealand, these human rights can be found in our constitution and 

our laws. Our Governments accept that international human rights 

obligations must be considered when drafting legislation, regulations and 

policy. To obey the rule of law is to meet those obligations.  Our 
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Governments have promised for decades to respect, protect and fulfil 

our human rights in New Zealand.  

What we seem to have forgotten here in New Zealand, is that human 

rights obligation of the State to fulfil  the  human right to adequate 

housing is not owned by any political party. Housing has become a 

political football -  a way to score points and curry favour, an us and 

them conversation.  

The fact the matter is however, that no one is winning the battle – 

particularly those of us who need to be adequately housed.   

In 1948, the New Zealand Government of the time helped draft the 

human  right to adequate housing in Article 25.1 of the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights. As of today all sides of our political 

spectrum have  failed to make good on their  promises to adequately 

house all New Zealanders. 

In 1965 a Government of New Zealand supported the inclusion of the 

right not to be discriminated against based on race in the provision of the 

right to adequate housing. In 1966 a Government of New Zealand 

signed the Convention on the Elimination of all forms of Racial 

Discrimination. In 1972 another New Zealand Government ratified 

CERD. 
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In 1966 a Government of New Zealand supported the inclusion of the 

right to adequate housing as Article 11.1 of the International Covenant 

on Economic Social and Cultural Rights. A Government of New Zealand 

signed the Covenant in 1968. Another Government of New Zealand 

ratified it in 1978.  

In 1979 a Government of New Zealand supported the inclusion of Article 

14  on adequate housing in the Convention on the Elimination of all 

forms of Discrimination Against Women. A Government of New Zealand 

signed CEDAW in 1980. A Government of New Zealand ratified CEDAW 

in 1985. 

In 1989 a Government of New Zealand supported the inclusion of Article 

27 in the Convention on the Rights of the Child which required the 

Government to assist parents to house their children “in the case of 

need”.  In 1990 a New Zealand Government signed the CRC. In 1993 a 

New Zealand Government ratified the CRC.  

In 2007 a Government of New Zealand signed the Convention of the 

Rights of Persons with Disabilities where Article 26 provides the same 

right of adequate housing as found in other UN Treaties. 

In 2010 a Government of New Zealand formalised its support for 

UNDRIP.  UNDRIP Article 21.1 states that Maori have the right to 

adequate housing without discrimination.   
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In 2015 a Government of New Zealand supported the UN Global 

Agenda 2030 and the SDGs, targets and indicators in it.  Each of the 

human rights obligations of New Zealand I have mentioned today can be 

linked to SDG 11 – “to make cities and human settlements inclusive, 

safe, resilient and sustainable”.  Part of SDG Target 11.1 is:  “to by 

2030, ensure access for all to adequate, safe and affordable housing” 

The SDG 11  indicators include  “the proportion of the urban population 

living in inadequate housing.”  

We appear to have a “what goes on tour, stays on tour” approach to our 

international human rights commitments. Those in the political sphere 

are great at making international promises about adequate housing in 

New Zealand, but when push comes to shove what’s actually being 

delivered?  

The reality is that it will likely take longer than any single New Zealand 

Government’s time in in power to deliver adequate housing to all New 

Zealanders. Our housing issues last much longer than any parliamentary 

term. The other reality is that it is going to take a coalition of the willing 

inside and outside Government to get the job done.   

As we near September’s election, all parties will be telling us they have 

the penicillin shot, the fix-all solution. They will say they have a plan that 
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will deliver on the promise successive Governments have failed to 

deliver since 1948. They say: “trust us, not them”.  

We say what we  need to agree a simple goal based on our human 

rights obligations and the Sustainable Development Goals – “All New 

Zealanders well housed by 2030 “ 

We need a New Zealand Homes Accord based on an understanding of 

how we are to meet each of the indicia of  adequate housing across the 

spectrum of housing. 

We need a  multi-stakeholder initiative  dedicated to ensuring all New 

Zealanders are well housed. This will be a coalition of unusual partners 

from business, political parties, governments (national and local), 

tenants, homeowners and landlords, unions, lenders, insurers, property 

managers, and civil society groups. In joining together in this work we 

would be honouring the least mentioned part of the UNHDR Article 29.1 

which says “Everyone has duties to the community in which alone the 

free and full development of their  personality is possible.” Each of us 

has a human rights duty to the community that makes our free and full 

development possible. It is this duty I would encourage you to fulfil by 

joining with other like minded New Zealanders to ensure every person in 

New Zealand is well housed. We can do that. We must do that. 
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Through dialogue and joint action the mission of the multi-stakeholder 

initiative  must be to ensure all actors involved providing adequate 

homes to all New Zealanders fully embrace and operationalise their 

respective human rights duties and responsibilities to adequately house 

all New Zealanders. 

The members of the Initiative  would work together to develop more 

comprehensive, consistent, and accountable approaches to delivering 

adequate homes to all New Zealanders.  They will overcome the barriers 

to better knowledge transfer and good practice in supplying adequate 

homes. This collective action seeks to raise awareness, innovate, 

advocate, educate, drive positive change, and give a voice to those most 

affected. 

This way of solving difficult human rights issues is not unusual in the 

business and human rights world. This way of working is proving 

particularly successful in the business and human rights world where 

issues can only be solved when people who do not usually work 

together come together to solve a problem. I am heavily involved in a 

very successful multi stakeholder initiative working on human rights and 

mega sports events. We have Governments, the biggest sports 

organisations, sponsors, broadcasters, trade unions, players unions, 

human rights NGOs, the UN OHCHR, the ILO, IoE and OCED all agreed 
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to work together to ensure principles we have agreed apply to the 

organisation of all mega sports events. 

One of the first aims of a multi stakeholder initiative on adequate 

housing in New Zealand would be to get all the political parties to agree 

on a New Zealand Homes Accord.  And, I say that if our political parties 

cannot agree one and want to continue the blame game every three 

years then shame on them. ”  

Adequate housing”   has been well defined in international human rights 

law. The Accord should be based around those indicia and apply right 

across the spectrum of housing identified by Community Housing New 

Zealand.   

The only way our political parties can deliver adequate housing is by 

working together. Leaving egos, political point scoring and beef at the 

door. They will never deliver adequate housing if they continue working 

apart.  

Finally, I want to share with you why ensuring all New Zealander’s have 

an adequate home matters so much to me.  

My father passed away in June.  I speak as the son of Irish and Welsh 

immigrants to this great country, Aotearoa New Zealand.  Because of my 

parents’ courage I was born here.  
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The homes I was bought up in were adequate houses in Te Aroha and 

Patea because the Education Board supplied them to my teacher father.  

On the way to Hawera to make the funeral arrangements for Dad I 

stopped at Patea and saw the two schools I learnt in, the rugby grounds 

I played on, the church I prayed at and the two houses that I called 

home.  I also thought of the iwi whose korowai of aroha has always 

cloaked my family, particularly my father and I in tough times. 

 

I took this photo of the adequate house (the blue one) that was the home 

that my parents bought our family up in most of the time we were in 

Patea. Those parents, that home, and that community bought up a 

Sydney based software developer and builder, a Taranaki dairy farmer, 

a Cannons Creek kindergarten teacher and me.  
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I want all our tamariki to have the opportunity that a home that is an 

adequate house enables. Imagine if every parent and every child had 

the chance we had because we had an adequate, just an adequate, 

house to call our home.  

I believe that our tamariki and all of us will only have the opportunity to 

have a home that is an adequate house if all of our political parties bind 

themselves to a New Zealand Homes Accord and New Zealanders like 

you work together to ensure all people in New Zealand are adequately 

housed. And I believe we should do that now. 

Mā te mahi ngātahi,  

ka tū te rongomau  

ka tiaki te mana  

o ia tangata 

o ia hapori 

 As our Queen said earlier this year: “Working together, we build peace 

by defending the dignity of every individual and community.” 

Kia ora. Whanau ora. 

 

 


